The relationship between neurology and the use of psychoactive drugs is the subject of widespread discussion nowadays. Various articles have addressed the neurological complications induced by illicit abuse of drugs such as opioids, psychostimulants, marijuana, sedatives, hallucinogens, inhalants and related agents 1 . Much attention has been dedicated to the intrinsic mechanisms involved in the transition from the recreational use of drugs to progressive addiction 2 . Furthermore, there is a plethora of studies on the medical use, particularly in neurology, of certain psychoactive drugs, such as cannabis and cannabinoids 3 . This complex context includes historical references to the use of certain psychoactive drugs by famous neurologists to study and record the effects of these substances for themselves. Here, we briefly discuss Jean-Martin Charcot's and Silas Weir Mitchell's personal explorations with psychoactive drugs in the 19 th century and Andrew J. Lees' similar ventures in the 21 st century.
JEAN-MARTIN CHARCOT AND HASHISH
Jean-Martin Charcot (1825-1893) is considered the founding father of neurology, as well as the first professor of nervous system diseases 4 ( Figure 1 ), His contributions to the descriptions of several nervous system disorders are world famous. He studied a wide range of neurological diseases, including amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (Charcot's disease), multiple sclerosis, Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease, tabetic arthropathy, Parkinson's disease and hysteria 4, 5 . His biographers described him as having an austere presence and reserved manner and being shy and economic in his gestures with an impenetrable, impassive face and authoritarian personality. Charcot also had a great interest in bizarre, supernatural and exotic behaviors 4, 5 . In 1853, he and a fellow medical student tried smoking hashish to understand the effect of this drug and the sensation of insanity it produced 4, 5 . Henry Meige published a description of Charcot's hashish experiment in 1898, in which he emphasized Charcot's illusions and hallucinations in the following excerpt Charcot's drawing produced under the influence of hashish is shown in Figure 2 .
SILAS WEIR MITCHELL AND MESCAL
Silas Weir Mitchell (1829-1914) was a very famous and celebrated neurologist in the United States of America and made important contributions to the development of 19 th century neurology 5 ( Figure 3 ). Among his seminal works are the description of causalgia (complex regional pain syndrome), phantom limb and nerve injuries, as well as studies in neuropharmacology and neurotoxicology 5 . He was involved in the opening of the first neurological hospital in Philadelphia, in the USA, and in the foundation of the American Neurological Association, of which he was the first elected president, in spite of never having had a university professorship 5 . Silas Weir Mitchell was also a prolific and renowned writer of novels and short stories 5 . In 1895, at an American Neurological Society meeting, he gave a description of the effects he experienced after ingesting mescal, which was published in 1896 in the British Medical Journal as "Remarks on the Effects of Anhelonium Lewinii (the mescal button)" 7 ( Figure 4) . In this report he described several times his impressions of mescal intoxication, including gastric discomfort, flushing of the face, dilated pupils, a sense of exhilaration, a tendency to talk, a pleasing sense of languor, yawning at times and some frontal pain 7 
ANDREW J. LEES AND YAGÉ (AYAHUASCA)
Andrew J. Lees (1947 -) is a professor of neurology at the National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, Queen Square, London, and the University College London, in the United Kingdom 8 ( Figure 5 ). He is a world-famous neurologist and neuroscientist with a dedicated interest in the movement disorders field, having received several awards, including the American Academy of Neurology Lifetime Achievement Award, the Association of British Neurologists Medal, the Dingebauer Prize for Outstanding Research and the Gowers Medal 8 . Throughout his prolific career, he has published over 600 papers, including an outstanding number of masterpieces in the field of movement disorders, particularly Parkinson's disease. Professor Lees is considered the world's most highly cited Parkinson's disease researcher 9 . Among his most cited works on Parkinson's disease are "Ageing and Parkinson's disease: substantia nigra regional selectivity", published in 1991, "Accuracy of clinical diagnosis of idiopathic Parkinson's disease: a clinico-pathological study of 100 cases", published in 1992, and "The relevance of the Lewy body to the pathogenesis of idiopathic Parkinson's disease", published in 1998 10 . He has authored several books, Figure 6 ). This last publication describes a "new journey of radical empiricism, with new scientific perspectives", that chronicles an excursion to the Colombian Amazon Forest during which he experienced a "yagé trip" 8 . He drank the sour dark liquid and then described an intense nausea associated with motion sickness and a "near death" sensation 8 
